
On behalf of everyone at Tallmadge, we’d like to welcome Mike 
Householder into his new role as the Chief Operating Officer 
(COO) of Tallmadge City Schools and extend our gratitude to 
outgoing Director of Human Relations and Student Experience 
Shelley Monachino for her years of service to the district.

After 17 years working for the Tallmadge City School District 
in various capacities, Shelley will be heading into a new role 
as superintendent for Springfield Local Schools. She began 
her career in Tallmadge as the principal of Munroe Elementary 
before becoming the director of teacher and learning and 
then transitioning to director of human resources and student 
experience.

Shelley has a remarkable legacy of accomplishment at Tallmadge 
and her energy, knowledge and tenacity will help her make great 
things happen at Springfield Local.

Mike, meanwhile, will be taking over Shelley’s duties, as well as 
other responsibilities, under the title of COO. He has worked for 
the Tallmadge City School District for 25 years, beginning his 
career as a special education teacher and coach, before becoming 
assistant principal and then principal of Tallmadge High School.

During his time at THS, Mike has created a culture of caring, hard 
work and academic excellence and we are excited for him to bring 
his leadership, knowledge and work ethic to this role to advance 
our efforts district-wide.

We wish Shelley the very best of luck as she moves on from 
Tallmadge City Schools and we look forward to seeing all the ways 
Mike will continue to help support and lead our district as we head 
into the future.

Wishing Shelley Monachino Well and Welcoming 
Mike Householder to the Central Office
Steve Wood, SuperintendentSteve Wood, Superintendent
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Dueling Robots Lead TMS Students to Victory!
TMS students showed off their impressive robotics skills earlier this month at the NEOtech Robotics Competition!

This year, 18 students from the Tallmadge Middle School Robotics Club, under the leadership of STEM teachers Rich Day and Chad 
Nash, traveled to the NeoTech Competition on March 15. The competition consisted of two events, Robot Maze and Robot Botball, 
with Maia Seibert, Shreya Sanal and Madeline Cole receiving the gold award for Botball!  

The TMS Robotics Club is a popular alternative for students seeking a challenging competitive environment that is not associated 
with athletics. Robotics encourages both investigation and invention for students to come up with authentic solutions to real-world 
problems. As a result of participating in the club, many students have expressed an interest in pursuing careers in engineering, 
computer science or other technology-based fields. 

The next competition for the TMS Robotics Club is the National Robotics Challenge in Marion, Ohio, on April 7-9, which boasts more 
than 1,000 competitors and over 350 robots. After a successful showing at the NEOtech Robotics Competition, we’re excited to see 
what our TMS team will do!
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A March to Remember for TES
Our Tallmadge Elementary students marched their way through the month with lots of fun activities! First grade students 
kicked things off by putting on a rousing evening musical performance on March 3. Later in the month, first and second 
graders had the opportunity to enjoy the Scholastic Book Fair and pick out books that spoke to their interests. All K-5 
students also had the chance to shop the fair with their families after school. Our fifth graders got to enjoy a performance 
from the Barberton Magical Theater, who performed two scripts that were written by students Eleanor Pifer and Lillian 
Angerstien. Elementary students also welcomed another visit from the mobile dentist!
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TMS Welcomes New Faculty Member, Chewy the Therapy Dog
The new TMS therapy dog Chewy joined the school faculty this month! Chewy 
belongs to James Shannon, a school counselor at TMS. The big push in schools 
for Project-Based Learning and Service Learning inspired Mr. Shannon and 
TMS librarian Diane Stroud to explore the idea of applying for grants to get a 
school therapy dog.
Before committing to the process, Mr. Shannon decided to volunteer his 
11-year-old labradoodle. Chewy and Mr. Shannon went to six weeks of dog 
training in Canton, where Chewy was awarded the “Canine Good Citizen 
Award” after mastering 10 skills and Mr. Shannon took the Responsible Dog 
Ownership pledge.
Chewy accompanies Mr. Shannon to school two days a week and dutifully 
follows him around, even accompanying him on bus duty in the morning and 
afternoon! He helps diffuse tense situations, like peer mediation and calms 
everyone down with his gentle presence.
Research has shown that having a dog in the building can lower blood pressure 
and help students who are dealing with anxiety. Students are permitted to visit 
Chewy in Mr. Shannon’s office and some classes even make special field trips 
to the counseling office to say hello!
Before Chewy “joined the staff,” a survey was sent to parents to see if any 
students had allergies or a fear of dogs. Some students who were previously 
afraid of dogs have actually overcome their fear with the help of Chewy and his 
laid-back demeanor! The motto at TMS is now, “treat others how you would 
treat Chewy!”
To learn more about Chewy’s credentials and the training program he 
graduated from, visit akc.org/products-services/training-programs/canine-
good-citizen/what-is-canine-good-citizen/#faqs.
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THS Prom Fashion Show 
Comes Back in Style
The THS Prom fashion show was back this 
year after a two-year break! The event was 
produced by DECA as part of their class 
marketing project to learn about promotion. 
Local businesses sponsored the event, 
including Studio West, David’s Bridal and 
Men’s Wearhouse and the proceeds from 
ticket sales were donated to the Prom 
committee for event expenses. Beyond the 
fashion show itself, the event also included 
live entertainment from the jazz band, show 
choir and several other acts, and Prom 
Court was announced. After taking a 
pause due to the pandemic, it was 
so nice to have this event back 
for our students!

THS Job Fair Brings Opportunities to Students
The THS job fair returned to THS after a two-year hiatus due to the pandemic. Since 2005, students from Business Professionals 
have sponsored the event, and this year it was set up as an in-house field trip for all seniors, juniors and sophomores.

The overarching goal of the event is to provide a bridge between local, highly reputable companies and a young labor pool with 
potential. Employers who attend the fair offer permanent full-time, part-time and seasonal opportunities and interested students are 
provided with the tools they need to prepare for their futures.

The guest list this year included several well-respected local companies, including PNC Bank; Chase Bank; Tallmadge Rec Center; 
Stow Munroe Falls Metro Parks; Panera Bread; FedEx; Giant Eagle; J & J Plumbing, Heating and Cooling; Great Work Employment 
Agency; Shin Etsu; Akron Zoo; Akron Summit County Library; ProformaSolution Ventures; World Elite Kids; Camp Fitch –YMCA; 
Swenson’s Drive-in; TLC Restoration; Danbury; Goodwill; Bob Evans and Amazon. Additionally, the City of Akron Recreation and 
Parks Department are offering $15 an hour for lifeguards and will be providing free certification.

Touch of Art in 
Tallmadge
Tallmadge High School students are invited 
to participate in a fun art project to benefit 
the community! The THS PTA is looking for 
four THS student designs to turn into art 
that can be wrapped around trash cans in 
Tallmadge parks.

Winning designs will be drawn on canvas 
by the winning artist and then painted 
alongside fellow students. Winners will 
be chosen by members of the THS PTA 
and employees of the City of Tallmadge 
Recreation Department. In addition to 
seeing their design displayed in the parks, 
the winner will also receive a $50 prize! 
Entry forms can be picked up in the office, 
art room and Rotunda and the deadline for 
entry is April 5. The THS PTA Art Contest 
is sponsored by the Tallmadge Foundation 
and supported by the city of Tallmadge.
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MARCH 28 - APRIL 1
SPRING BREAK

APRIL
April 6 
8th Grade ELA State Testing

April 7 
2nd Grade Family Night

April 12 
6th through 8th Grade Math 
State Testing 

April 15 
NO SCHOOL (Good Friday)

April 18 
NO SCHOOL (Easter Monday)

April 19 
8th Grade Science State Testing

April 20 
Board of Education Meeting

April 26 
TMS Choir Concert

April 27 
Administrative Professionals’ Day

April 27 
TMS Band Concert

April 29 
Interims, Quarter 4

UPCOMING 
EVENTS

Tallmadge  
Social

Check out what is happening in  
our school buildings this month. 
Follow @tsctweets1 for more info!
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